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believed: 'That to so abandon that position, under the circumstances, would
be utterly ruinous; that the necessity under which it was to be done would
not be fully understood; that by many It would be construed as a part of a
voluntary policy; that at home it would discourage the friends oi the Union*
embolden its adversaries, and go far to Insure the latter a recognition abroad:
that In fact It would be our national destruction consummated. This could
not be allowed/
This final decision that the North in the main would interpret a decent
necessary withdrawal from Suniter as a shameful slinking away from plain
challenge meant immediate action, the end of deliberation over what to do*
with every effort concentrated on how to do what was to be clone. The
President called in Gustavus Vasa Fox, a Swedish-blooded Yankee born in
Massachusetts, thirty-nine years of age, a Naval Academy graduate of
eighteen years' service In coast survey, of Mexican War experience. Fox had
prepared plans for the holding of Sumter, which plans President Buchanan
in February had refused to consider, but which now, further elaborated,
were personally urged by Captain Fox before the President, the Cabinet, and
military officers. Troops on steamers, tugboats from New York Harbour,
naval convoys and armed vessels, would co-operate toward crossing sand
bars at high water and moving reinforcements Into Sumter.
Ward Hill Lartion, Marshal of the District of Columbia and an Illinois
law-practice associate of Lincoln, had now returned from a trip to Charleston^
where in one day he had seen all he cared to see. His Instructions from
Lincoln required him to Interview the postmaster of Charleston, from whom
he learned In few words that the postmaster was no longer affiliated with the
United States Government. A Confederate officer escorted Lamon to Major
Anderson at Fort Sumter, where Lamon learned that the food supply would
give out at noon of April isth, that Anderson was 'deeply despondent' and
the garrison 'spoiling for a fight*.
From the Governor of South Carolina Lamon brought the message to
Lincoln: 'Nothing can prevent war except the acquiescence of die President
of the United States In secession ... Let your President attempt to reinforce
Sumter, and the tocsin of war will be sounded from every hilltop and valley
in the South/
'The new pilot was hurried to the helm in the midst of a tornado/ wrote
Emerson of Lincoln's first weeks In office. As yet, however, the tornado was
merely beginning to get under way. It was, as yet, a baby tornado, its focal
whirl in Charleston. There merchant ships from Boston and Liverpool still
unloaded cargoes at" the wharves. Telegraph, mail, and railway services were
much as usual, though the Charleston Mercury headed news items from New
York, Boston, or Chicago as 'Foreign News*.